Haig

1.
How useful is Source 1 for an historian who wants to know about conditions at the battle of the Somme?

Target : Comprehension, analysis and evaluation of a representation (AO6.3)
5

Source 1 
Geoffrey Malin’s 1916 film of the battle of the Somme: 
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http://college.hmco.com/history/west/mosaic/chapter15/somme.mov
2.
Using Sources 2–6 and your own knowledge, which would you say is a truer judgement of the part played by Haig in the Battle of the Somme:

•   That he was a ‘butcher and a bungler’

•   That he was a ‘Great Captain’?

You MUST refer to both opinions when explaining your answer.


You MUST refer to all the sources 2–6 in your answer.
(20)

Target: The deployment of knowledge to describe, analyse and explain (AO6.1)
15

Target: The use of historical sources critically in context (AO6.2)
5

Source 2 
The Prime Minister’s view of Haig 
He was a second-rate Commander in unparalleled and unforeseen circumstances…   He was not endowed with any of the elements of imagination and vision which determine the line of demarcation between genius and ordinary.   And he certainly had none of that personal magnetism which has enabled great leaders of men to inspire multitudes with courage, faith and a spirit of sacrifice… 

He was incapable of planning vast campaigns on the scale demanded on so immense a battlefield… 
Lloyd George, War Memoirs (1934-6)
Lloyd George was Prime Minister during the war.   He came to hate Haig, and opposed his tactics because they caused the deaths of too many men.   Lloyd George’s memoirs were published long after the war, and six years after Haig’s death.    
    

Source 3 
John Laffin on Haig’s Generalship

Haig and other British generals must be indicted… for wilful blunders and wicked butchery.   However stupid they might have been, however much they were the product of a system which obstructed enterprise, they knew what they were doing.   There can never be forgiveness. 


John Laffin, British Butchers and Bunglers of World War One, (2003). 
Laffin was not an academic historian.   He acted as a tour guide for people who wanted to see the battlefields of the Western Front.   Laffin’s parents had been nurses in the Australian Army Nursing Service during the War, and Laffin openly said that his book was written to prove that Haig was responsible for the ‘wholesale slaughter of British troops’. 
Source 4
The Effects of the Battle of the Somme, according to General Haig 
A considerable portion of the German soldiers are now practically beaten men, ready to surrender if they could, thoroughly tired of the war and expecting nothing but defeat.   It is true that the amount of ground we have gained is not great.   That’s nothing.   We have proved our ability to force the enemy out of strong defensive positions and to defeat him.   The German casualties have been greater than ours. 
Part of a report written by Haig in December 1916,and sent to the British Cabinet  
about the aftermath of the Battle of the Somme. 
Source 5 
John Terraine on Haig’s Generalship
Denunciation is easy.   When one has said that Haig, his Staff and his chief subordinates were all involved together in a vast and tragic mistake, one has said everything. 

John Terraine, Douglas Haig, the Educated Soldier (1963) 
Terraine was not an academic historian.   He worked as a programme assistant for the BBC, before going freelance to write TV documentaries and books about the First World War.   He was the first president of the Western Front Association.   For his whole life, he was determined to prove that the generals, and Haig in particular, were neither butchers not bunglers.
Source 6 
The Nature of Warfare in the First World War
The simple truth of 1914–18 trench warfare is that the massing of large numbers of soldiers unprotected by anything but cloth uniforms, however they were trained, however equipped, against large masses of other soldiers, protected by earthworks and barbed wire and provided with rapid-fire weapons, was bound to result in heavy casualties among the attackers…   The basic and stark fact was that the conditions of warfare between 1914 and 1918 predisposed towards slaughter and that only an entirely different technology, one not available until a generation later, could have averted such an outcome. 
John Keegan, The First World War (1998)

John Keegan is an expert on the First World War and a highly respected modern historian.
